In virtual Compton scattering an electron is scattered off a nucleon such that the nucleon emits a photon. We show that these events can be selected experimentally, and present the first evidence for virtual Compton scattering from the proton in data obtained at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center. The angular and energy dependence of the data is well described by a calculation that includes the coherent sum of electron and proton radiation. Here, the virtual Compton (VC) scattering process y*N + yN is discussed, where a photon with virtuality Q2 is absorbed on a nucleon which subsequently radiates a real photon with energy (momentum) w' ( ; ) .
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This process is intrinsically a rich probe of nucleon dynamics, since one can independently map out the dependence of the VC process on Q 2 , the virtual photon's polarization, and the invariant mass of the hadronic 
